
Term 4, Week 5 2021 
 

 

Senior Years 

It’s a great time of the calendar year in the Senior School, with celebrations for our  
graduates just around the corner. Assessments and examinations are also upon us, yet 
with the right preparation and a growth mindset, these challenges will be overcome. The 
important point is to see these tasks as stepping stones, each one of them is a learn, not 
a judgement or even an end point. Attitude is everything, taking a risk and giving it your 
best shot will give you the best opportunity to get the best out of yourself as a learner.  

No doubt a busy and hot time of the year, but I continue to be impressed with the  
attitude taken by our students in their learning and looking after themselves and others. 

Dean Cummins - Head of Senior Years 

 

 

Middle Years 

As the end of the 2021 academic year is fast approaching it is timely to take a moment to 
reflect on not just the year that has passed at an extraordinary rate but on our  
achievements. Our Year 12 cohort is near to completion and they are coming to the end 
of 13 years of their educational journey. In this time they have grown and developed into 
wonderful young people; who we at Good Shepherd are proud to have been part of. I 
look to our current Year 6 students and the younger members of our community and see 
clearly that our role as parents and educators is just so important in the lives of all  
students as well as the world they are part of. With such challenges being faced in  
society Good Shepherd strives to create the best environment and learning standards to 
not just produce great students of academia but young people skilled to face the world 
with compassion, justice and resilience. As a community we all play a part and are so  
fortunate to have each other. 

All students only have a few weeks now until they begin our Step-up program which will 
see all year levels advance into the next year level for the last two weeks of the school 
year. This is an important time where students can adjust to their new year level before 
2022 begins and get to know other students and teachers in preparation for the 2022 
academic year. We will also be welcoming many new students to our Howard Springs 
community; not just in Year 6 but also in Year 7 and other years levels which is very  
exciting. 

 

James Faraone - Head of Middle Years 

 

• Mon 1 - Fri 12 Nov - Year 12 Exams 

• Mon 15 - Fri 19 Nov - Year 11 

Exams 

• Thurs 18 Nov - Awards & Year 12 

Graduation Service  

• Sat 21 Nov - Valedictory Dinner 

• Tues 23 - Thurs 25 Nov - Year 9 

Personal Project Immersion Days 

• Tues 23 Nov - Year 6 & 7 

Orientation 

• Mon 29 Nov - Fri 3 Dec - Year 10 

Exams 

• Fri 3 Dec - Years 6-11 Awards 

Assemblies 

• Mon 6 - Thurs 16 Dec - Step Up 

Program 

• Tues 14 Dec - Year 12 Results 

Released 

 

• Thurs 16 Dec - Last Day Term 4 

• Fri 17 Dec - Staff PD, Student Free 

Day 

Upcoming Events 



 Year 12 Students’ Last Day - Friday 29 October 



 ARTiculate 2021 



 ARTiculate 2021 - continued 



 ARTiculate 2021 - continued 

 

 

 



 CDU - Santos Science Experience 

Congratulations to Year 9 students - Imogen, Dougy, Brylee, Indigo, Mikayla, Hannah, 
Madeline and Kelin who were awarded scholarships to attend the Santos Science  
Experience at CDU late last term. This three day program provides students, (who have a 
passion for science), with experiences in a wide variety of scientific career opportunities 
in the Territory. Well done everyone! 

The Santos Science Experience is offered at 35 Australian universities, promoting our  
future scientists.  

Here is a link to CDU’s run down last year: https://www.cdu.edu.au/enews/stories/
science%20experience  

Our students featured in their photo! We have an excellent reputation at this event as 
our students are always so friendly and very engaged. Well done to all students, what a 
fantastic opportunity!  

New Flags 

Thank you very much to Mr Gerard Maley MLA: Member for Nelson, for attending our 
Year 6 / 7 assembly on Thursday 21 October and presenting new Australian and Northern 
Territory flags. We are extremely grateful of your time and generosity.  

https://www.cdu.edu.au/enews/stories/science%20experience?fbclid=IwAR3MxqspAT3lBkyMj9oizJNuyFKuWBoA9Mt2GKx6SyGXzC46im7JfjIfVLo
https://www.cdu.edu.au/enews/stories/science%20experience?fbclid=IwAR3MxqspAT3lBkyMj9oizJNuyFKuWBoA9Mt2GKx6SyGXzC46im7JfjIfVLo


 International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme  
 

 - International Mindedness -  

The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP) is grounded in the IB 
mission. International-mindedness is central to this mission and is the foundation to its 
educational philosophy. International-mindedness involves developing a view of the 
world in which people see themselves as connected to the global community and assume 
a sense of responsibility to its members. Internationally minded people appreciate and 
value the diversity of peoples, cultures and societies in the world. They make efforts to 
learn more about others and to develop empathy towards them to achieve mutual  
understanding and respect (Oxfam 2105; UNESCO 2015). 

The learner profile attributes and the approaches to learning (ATL) provide the skills and 
dispositions for the development of international-mindedness in our students.  

An internationally minded learner: 
 
 

• is a competent communicator 
 

• is open-minded and knowledgeable 
 

• is a caring and principled thinker 
 

• uses his or her curiosity and research skills to inquire about the world 
 

• thinks and reflects critically about opportunities and challenges 
 

• takes action for positive changes (for example, to promote intercultural  
understanding, foster caring relationships, to care for self and others) 
 

• takes risks to further their own development and understanding of others 

(Boix Mansilla and Jackson 2011; Oxfam 2015; Singh and Qi 2013; UNESCO 2015). 

As an IB World School, Good Shepherd aims to provide the culture, environment and  
opportunity for our students to develop international mindedness through the attributes 
of the learner profile, through the development of their approaches to learning skills, and 
by providing action focussed age-appropriate learning experiences that promote healthy 
relationships and a servant heart. We are also committed to the ongoing development 
and improvement of the Middle Years Programme (MYP) in achieving these aims, and 
encourage feedback from all of our College stakeholders.  
 
To that end, we are currently undertaking a review of how well we are achieving the 
above aims for our students and wish to invite parents to provide their feedback and  
insights that contribute to this review process.  
 
Over the coming weeks you will receive a survey link via Signmee requesting your input 
into this review process. It would be very much appreciated if you would take time to 
complete this survey. If at any time you would like further information about the IB MYP 
or would like to involve yourself in further parent focus groups around the  
implementation of the IB Middle Years Programme at Good Shepherd, please get in  

contact with our MYP Coordinator, Katie Cummins - katie.cummins@ntschools.net 

 

Katie Cummins - MYP Coordinator 

mailto:katie.cummins@ntschools.net
https://www.ibo.org/
https://www.ibo.org/
https://www.ibo.org/


 Year 10 Individuals & Societies 

Year 10 Individual and Societies students participated in another exciting trip on Thursday 
28 October. Miss Battel’s Year 10 class explored the Darwin coastline at both Mindil and 
Nightcliff beaches to gather fieldwork data for their reports. Our Year 10 I & S students 
can select Legal, History and Geographical Investigations to introduce them to the  
disciplines offered in Senior School Humanities. Our Humanities faculty offers many  
opportunities for students to engage with the world around them! Great work Miss Battel 
and Year 10 Geography students. 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road 
ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do I  

really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following Your will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire 

to please You does in fact please You, and I hope that I will never do 
anything apart from that desire. 

I know that if I do this You will lead me by the right road though I may 
know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust always though I may seem 
to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for You are ever 
with me, and You will never leave me to face my perils alone. Amen. 

Author unknown  



 Serendipity 

I love the word ‘serendipity’ (it reminds me of Mary Poppins), but it is not a word I get to 

use often. Serendipity is defined as ‘the occurrence of events by chance in a happy or 

beneficial way,’ and one of my recent classes provided a beautiful example of it. 

During one of my Christian Studies classes, I found myself in one of those ‘teachable  

moments’, discussing with students how small acts of discipline and self-regulation (e.g. 

following school uniform code, maintaining professional language, punctuality etc) are 

important in developing young people who can function effectively in society and be  

successful, while also maintaining their sense of identity and individuality; this often  

presents as a paradox to adolescents whose primary developmental focus is to define 

themselves. This conversation inevitably led to boundaries and consequences and why for 

example we may persist with a student who seems to be continually fighting against the 

norms and expectations of the College. At one stage one of the students said to me in an 

accusing tone “yes, but you just see good in everyone!” I could not have been happier 

with this observation and retorted “Absolutely, every single one of you has beauty and 

gifts that we are here to nurture.” 

The serendipity in this moment became clear later in the day when a heard that a former 

student of Good Shepherd, Sizolwenkosi Fuyana, had been awarded the NT Young  

Australian of the Year Award. It is with a smile on my face (and by her own admission in 

her acceptance speech) that I note that Sizol could be at times quite a challenging  

student. It was during these times however that we continued to remain focussed on her 

strengths; strong values and a fierce passion and motivation to act on matters of social 

justice, and yet a willingness to embrace her faults and be vulnerable around those she 

trusted. As her Psychology teacher I could not be prouder of her commitment to  

advocating for, serving and nurturing the wellbeing of those most in need, and I can tell 

you for certain this is just the start of the contributions this proud and determined young 

woman will make. 

Growing adolescents is not easy 

but there can be nothing more 

purposeful and satisfying than 

encouraging the strengths we 

see in every young person begin 

to bloom and flourish. Sizol  

epitomises ‘flourishing’ at Good 

Shepherd. 

Darren Boyce 

Head of Positive Education 

“With Christ at our centre we equip our students to become 

flourishing, knowledgeable and compassionate people who 

enrich the lives of others with a servant heart”. 

Sizol Fuyana 



 Executive Functioning 

Over the past year Good Shepherd staff have been learning about important pedagogies that 

guide our thinking in relation to student diversity and inclusion. In our classrooms at any one 

time there are many students with differing needs, interests and strengths. It is important 

that we have the tools to provide for our students in the best possible way that we can and 

for a greater part of the time a focus on building relationships is so important. During Term 1 , 

2, and 3 staff have focused on the important goal of being able to cater inclusively for all  

children. Chantal McCalllister, the Senior Education Advisor from the Education Department 

presented to staff on ‘Universal Design for Learning’, ‘Differentiation’, ‘Tiered Learning’ and’ 

Response to Intervention,’ all of which are models for thinking and planning for our students 

around their individual needs.  As teachers plan for units of work, with these tools they are 

able to predict and plan for the needs in their classrooms by first building up a profile on each 

student which includes their strengths, areas of learning need, areas of social need,  

communication and interests. They have then been able to go about setting up their  

classrooms to provide the best possible environment for the students, using these research 

based models for intervention and support. 

 At Good Shepherd we have a large number of students with Executive Planning needs and in 

Term 4 we asked the Autism Advisor, Serena Stirling from the Education Dept to present to us 

a complex session on how to work with students on the Autism Spectrum, which was inclusive 

of many other students with high level needs in the area of Executive Functioning. Below is a 

table which explains the areas of Executive Functioning that can be affected when a student is 

trying to navigate their way through school life and into their broader lives. You can see that 

planning, organising, shifting attention, multi-tasking, approaching tasks, breaking down tasks 

and completing tasks while trying to organise time are all areas of focus in this final session.   

* Diagram from the “Positive Partnerships” Course Materials. NT. 2021 

Some students are able to start a task straight away and work independently for long  

periods of time, others require support in navigating their day and week and year with the 

explicit teaching of specific skills. Teachers can strategise to teach our students, how to ask for 

help; and learn the importance of delivering one instruction at a time to particular students in 

order to assist them in processing the information being taught; how to initiate a task; and 

how to manage a timeline. Of course all of this planning has greater success when carried out 

in relationship with the students. Our teachers endeavour to get to know students through 

many activities related to Visible Wellbeing and learning about the interests and strengths of 

their class participants. They are then able to tap into what works for each individual.  

Across our campuses we have developed special support groups for students who benefit 

from learning about  ‘Executive Functioning,’ as a way to transition some students into the 

school and support others with their planning needs.  A program titled, ‘Executive Functioning 

Interactive Notebook,’ has been incorporated into the group activities. In this book, students 

learn about the 10 Executive Functioning skills: self-control, attention, perseverance,  

metacognition, organization, planning, flexibility, time management, working memory and 

task initiation.   

Marie Robertson - Learning Enrichment Coordinator 



 Year 9 Individuals & Societies 

Year 9 Individuals and Societies students experienced an exciting trip to Parliament House 
in Week 3 to see our democracy in action. Students on both trips saw our political  
representatives in action and were able to apply their knowledge learnt in class by asking 
engaging and relevant questions. Excursions are an important and experiential part of our 
curriculum whereby students engage with the world around them. Well done to all  
teachers and students.  

 

 

Year 9 Individuals and Societies 

Well done to all students who 
presented pre-selection political 
speeches to their classmates in 
Week 5. This is not an easy thing 
to do.  

A special congratulations to Odin 
and Arsh who opted to dress up 
for the occasion to win their  
party members’ votes! 



Updated College App 

Our College App has had a makeover! Be sure to download from the App Store if 
you haven't already. Many functions improved and a new, snazzy design. A handy 
App for Absences, Events, Contacts, links to documents, our website and so much 
more!  Good Shepherd Lutheran College NT 

 

Science Students’ Work  
Recognised 

Congratulations to Genevieve,  
Jacob, Arsh and Isaac, whose  
outstanding and original practical 
reports have been recognised as 
the best in the NT. These students 
have now been invited to submit 
their work to the National BHP  
Science competition.  

Thank you to teachers Jalal Volker 
and Jessica Neilsen for your  
continued support of students 
reaching their potential and  
extending them beyond the  
College to a National level.  

We are aware of 

the ongoing issues 

with this update, 

mostly to do with 

‘absences’ on both 

Android and 

iPhones. Hopefully 

these issues will 

be resolved by 

Week 6. 



Excelling in Science 

How amazing is this? Our marvellous students excelling in Science! Congratulations to 
Elijah - one of 50 national students to join the Australian Science Olympiad Training 
Squad, from which the International Olympiad representatives will be selected to  
represent Australia internationally next year. 

Congratulations to Aisha and Genevieve for being selected to join the Australia Science 
Innovations Curious Minds program, a hands-on extension and mentoring program to 
ignite girls’ passion in Science technology, engineering and mathematics. 

Congratulations to Dylan and Zakyah for entering the Sally Bruyn competition to share 
their excellence in Science, with an investigation into solubility. Their edible treats were 
extraordinary! A huge thank you to Mr Jalal Volker and Mr William Janssen for providing 
Good Shepherd students with opportunities to achieve at these outstanding levels, but in 
particular, their dedicated support and guidance to these students who have achieved 
excellence in Science. 

 

Design Department’s New Additions 
 

Some fortunate students were delighted to witness the hatching of five cute chicks in our 
Design department on Friday 5 November. They are so cute!! 



 College Website, App, Facebook & Instagram 

Don’t forget to check these sources of information from time to time. Events 

 and news articles are added to the College website and App regularly: 
 

www.goodshepherd.nt.edu.au 
 

College App 

Good Shepherd Lutheran College NT 
 

Facebook 

   https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdNT/ 

Careers Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/gslccareers/  

  Instagram 

  https://www.instagram.com/goodshepnt/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to all in our College community who assisted us on Friday 5 November,  
ensuring the day operated as smoothly as possible. We are thankful to those who 
stayed off College grounds, abiding by the rules we had at the time.  
 

Thank you for the positive comments, encouragement and gratitude from so 
many of you. It is appreciated.  

#lovemyschool 

http://www.goodshepherd.nt.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdNT/
https://www.facebook.com/gslccareers/
https://www.instagram.com/goodshepnt/


 

        Good Shepherd and St Andrew Lutheran Church  

 - Worship Services -  
 

 

 

 

  * St Andrew Lutheran Church, Nightcliff - Sunday, 8.30am 
 

  * Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Howard Springs Campus Chapel - Sunday, 10.30am 

   

For further information, please call:  8932 4444 or visit the Top End Lutheran Parish website:   

  

 http://darwinlutheranchurch.org.au 

 

* Pastor Joseph Theodorsen 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

https://www.facebook.com/

LuthEdAus/ 

http://darwinlutheranchurch.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/LuthEdAus/
https://www.facebook.com/LuthEdAus/


Class of 2011 - 10 Year Reunion! This was our very first graduating class - a wonderful group 
of young people who are now wonderful adults! We look forward to seeing them again on 
Saturday 4 December 2021 and their children as well. Happy days. 

We are also greatly looking forward to reconnecting with Old Collegians from Class of 2015 

and 2016 - sadly, last year’s catch-up with our Class of 2015 was postponed. We already 

have quite a few RSVPs - thank you! We look forward to seeing many of you again.  




