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Monday 19 April: First Day of 

Term 2 

 

Saturday 25 April: ANZAC Day 

 

Monday 26 April: ANZAC Day 

Holiday 

 

Tuesday 27 April: 6:00pm Class 

Carer Meeting 

 

Thursday 29 April: Years 3 – 5 

Athletics Carnival on the Main 

Campus Oval.  

 

Monday 3 May: May Day 

Holiday 

 

Sunday 9 May: Mother’s Day 

 

Weeks 4 and 5: NAPLAN 

Upcoming Events 
 

9 April 2021 
 

 

In this newsletter we are going to have a literacy focus. Learning to read is one of the most 

complex, yet important skills that students need to acquire. There are over 129,000,000 

books in the world and it is estimated that over 2,000,000 blog posts are published everyday 

online with sites such as Wikipedia currently having 5,000,000 articles in English. So learning 

to read opens up so many possibilities! It is said that students firstly learn to read and then 

they read to learn.  

Children who have been privileged to have adults read to them before they come to school, 

come with a love of books and the knowledge that those ‘symbols’ on a page have meaning. 

Early readers need to learn that these ‘symbols’ can make sounds and form words. They are 

supported in their learning at school as classes take part in daily shared reading – either us-

ing Big Books or books displayed digitally for the class to see. This is a very supportive way 

for students to learn to read as the class discusses words and builds new words by adding 

affixes. They discuss the meaning of the text which builds students’ comprehension skills. 

The class reads together which builds their fluency and expression. This is a great way to 

look at the use of nouns and adjectives and the place of verbs and adverbs, phrases and 

clauses thereby building up the students’ knowledge of grammar. The students can point 

out features of the text by looking at the use of capital letters, full stops, commas, colons 

and quotations marks and learning about punctuation.  

Another important aspect of the class reading program is guided reading sessions. This usu-

ally takes part during literacy rotations and the teacher takes small groups of students read-

ing texts at their instructional level which is just above their independent reading level. This 

means that the texts are challenging enough that the students are learning new vocabulary 

and new skills in a ‘teaching’ situation to extend their current level.  

 

Students’ independent reading level is deemed to be the level that they can read with 96% 

or more accuracy but more importantly with a strong understanding of the content of the 

book which becomes their comprehension level. This is the level that they have for their 

home reading so they can consolidate their learning. Taken into account to decide their in-

dependent reading level is their fluency, decoding skills, their vocabulary and of course their 

understanding of the text. 

 



House Points Tally 

       

      Fenton: 142 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research shows that some students’ progress slows down as they move from the early 

years into middle and upper primary years. Early texts contain topics that children are fa-

miliar with e.g. family events, going shopping, playing in the park, pets etc. They also have 

illustrations that are very supportive of the texts and they have a measured number of 

words on the page.   

As the text levels increase, the number of words on the page increases, sentences become 

more complex with the introduction of new vocabulary. Illustrations and diagrams are less 

supportive and topics begin to expand beyond the personal environment of the student.  

This year, we are being more intentional about teaching students the skills that they need 

to read and comprehend. For this reason we have moved to using Fountas and Pinnell as a 

reading resource across the Junior School Campuses. Some of the skills we will continue to 

concentrate on are: 

Decoding words 

Increasing sight vocabulary 

Summarising the text to clarify understanding 

Maintaining fluency 

Predicting 

Making connections to own experiences 

Literal Comprehension – finding information that is in the text 

Inferential Comprehension – ‘reading between the lines’ 

Analysing – what are the writer’s techniques, how has figurative language been used 

As you can see from the brief summary above, home reading is a small but important part 

of the total reading program where students bring home texts or use digital books allocat-

ed to them, to consolidate their reading skills. Families can help support what happens in 

class by asking their children to summarise what they have read, to connect the text to 

their everyday life and ask questions about the text.  

Next term we plan on introducing parent workshops and reading will be one of the first 

topics that we will cover in order to give parents the skills to help their children with read-

ing at home.  

Lynne Pokela 

Head of Junior School 

Howard Springs Campus 

Livingstone: 

Strauss: 92 

Hughes: 76 



Messages 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR 

COLLEGE CHAPLAIN: 

If you wish to contact me 

my email is 

kyle.cantrill@ntschools.net 

 

HATS: 

 

The students have taken 
home their hats to be washed 
over the holidays. Please take 
this time to check the name 
on the hats the students take 
home and return them to 
your class teacher if the hat 
belongs to another student. 
We would love to find some 
of our lost hats.  

SAND: 

Our ELC sandpit needs a top 
up and also the sand under 
the flying fox is slowly dwin-
dling. If any parents are able 
to help us out with some 
sand, please let Rebecca Car-
penter in the ELC know or 
email Mrs Pokela at 
lynne.pokela@ntschools.net. 
We appreciate any help you 
can give us.  

      HARMONY WEEK 

With Harmony Day falling on a Sunday this year, we decided to have a ‘Harmony Week’. The high-

light was having parents coming to the library for Mother Tongue Story Time, where parents read a 

bilingual picture book to their child’s class. Five parents read books in four languages and it was a 

wonderful opportunity for students to learn about the language and culture of foreign countries. 

Thank you so much to Suzanne Livett our wonderful teacher-librarian for organising this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 19 March our students wore orange to remind us that Australia is a multi-

cultural country with people from all over the world calling themselves ‘Aussies’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Tuesday we had a special Harmony Day chapel with students reading the Bible and 

praying in their own language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gritik Bonda read the Bible in Telugue with Hannah Wight reading in English.  

Dhanvi Kadasamy read the Bible in Tamil with Jonathan Firth reading in English. 

Isla Dancis prayed in Latvian and Tahlia Kelly in English.   

Athanasia Makrylos prayed in Greek with Cormac Young praying in English.  

Matilda Breed prayed in German with Saxon Brandis praying in English.  

Mrs Dancis prayed the Lord’s Prayer in German.  

mailto:kyle.cantrill@ntschools.net
mailto:lynne.pokela@ntschools.net


 

PNG 

Harmony Week 

 

During Harmony Week Mrs Pokela read 3DL a Bible Story in Tok Pisin - the common 

language of Papua New Guinea. She also talked about Papua New Guinea culture and 

brought along some ‘bilums’ and clothes for students to try on. 

PYP 

Early Years Literacy – (Transition – Year 2) 

A child’s understanding of the world and their capacity to learn is greatly influenced by 

how much their family values their literacy skills. Children who start school with great-

er literacy skills perform better in school, and not just in language-based disciplines like 

English. It is important to think of literacy in the Early Years as a range of different ac-

tivities and forms of communication, including music, movement, dance, storytelling, 

visual arts, as well as talking, viewing, reading, drawing and writing. It is never too ear-

ly to read to your child. Reading should start in the first few months after birth. Even if 

as an adult you don’t read often, or don’t particularly like reading, it is important that 

you spend this valuable time with your child to stimulate their language development, 

and to encourage their love of reading. Talk as much as you can with your child and 

engage them in conversation often. You may be their only source of language so the 

more you speak and engage with them, the faster they will learn new vocabulary and 

speak with greater fluency. Oral language skills are an important predictor of reading 

and writing skills, so the better your child can speak, the better their overall literacy 

skills will develop. And remember, literacy in your child’s early years can always be fun. 

Family outings and playtime are great activities in which to engage and talk with your 

child. Fun activities are also the best opportunities to teach your child new vocabulary 

and new ways of saying things. 

 

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

Talking with your child 

Regularly talking and interacting with your child extends their language and listening 

skills and helps grow their confidence with language. Include your child when discuss-

ing everyday activities such as grocery shopping, gardening, cooking dinner, collecting 

mail from the mailbox, doing housework, and travelling in the car or bus. Outings can 

also provide a world of new vocabulary. Discussion during outings can enrich your 

child’s understanding of the world. Outings might include going to the park, the Terri-

tory Wildlife Park, a shopping centre, museums, libraries and even play centres.  

Other fun activities can include:  

Share rhymes, poems and songs. Encourage your child to join in. Share and talk 

about family histories and family photos 

Look at picture books or art books. Ask your child to describe what is happening in 

the pictures and make up stories together 

Collect cardboard and other household items for your child to build with. Ask your 

child to describe what they are building  

Look at ‘junk mail’ and talk about the things for sale  

Listen to simple radio programs or podcasts together and discuss the content  

Play vocabulary games with your child such as, “what’s the opposite of ….?” (for 

example, “what’s the opposite of big?”) and “what’s another word for….?” (for 

example, “what’s another word for angry?”) 

 



 

Pillowcase Program 

Red Cross 

 

Oral Storytelling 

Storytelling is a great way to extend your child’s speaking and listening skills, and to 

expand their memory and imagination. Either you can tell the story, or you can en-

courage your child to tell the story. Storytelling might be about:  

your child’s favourite toy  

another family member 

a pet  

a favourite fictional character from a book or television program  

a famous person  

the work of people from different professions, such as astronauts, firefighters, 

nurses and teachers  

an imaginary world with imaginary characters  

an imaginary animal that can speak 

Here are some tips to start your storytelling:  

Make it exciting, with different voices, puppets, or a finger play 

Have a dress-up box for your child to use for storytelling and imaginative play  

Start with what interests your child  

Start by creating a character and a setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy Years 3-5 

The first few years of reading is a wonderful time for your child. Books expose them to 

new ideas and new worlds, and their imagination grows. Talk positively about reading 

so your child also values it. Continue to read as much as you can with your child. When 

they feel confident, encourage them to take over some or all of the reading. Always be 

patient when they are reading and try not to emphasise speed. Also, try to read as 

much as possible yourself to model reading to your child. These years are a time when 

your child will learn more about the world. Engaging them in discussions improves 

their speaking skills and helps them understand the world and their place in it. In these 

years your child will also begin to write with greater confidence. The ability to write 

well enables your child to communicate effectively and will improve their chances of 

success at school and in their future careers. Encourage your child to write as often as 

possible, on a range of topics and interests. Literacy can always be fun and engaging. 

Let your child choose books and activities matched to their interests, and always en-

courage a healthy dose of fun and play in all activities. This will help foster in your child 

a love of reading, talking and writing. 

 

 



 

Harmony Week 

More from PNG 

 

 

LISTENING AND SPEAKING 

Talking with your child 

As your child moves through junior school, they will speak with greater fluency and 

with a greater knowledge of the world. Some tips to foster more fluent speaking in-

clude:  

Continue to involve your child when discussing everyday activities, such as grocery 

shopping, gardening, cooking dinner, collecting mail from the mailbox, doing 

housework, and travelling in the car or bus 

Try to ask your child specific questions about their day. A general question like 

“how was your day?” will likely get a single-word response of “good.” Ask spe-

cific questions like “what is the book you are reading in class about?” or “what 

did you do at lunchtime today?”  

Involve your child in your discussions about the day’s events or current events. Ask 

their opinion. This helps them understand different perspectives and increases 

their vocabulary  

Show a genuine interest in your child’s reading, writing and viewing of all types of 

texts. Talking about texts can create meaningful discussions and help your 

child see them as important 

Show interest in the Units of Inquiry your child is learning at school. These can be a 

great springboard into discussions 

Encourage your child to discuss their everyday problems and feelings 

Use questions and discussion to explore other people’s feelings. This will help your 

child to develop empathy for others 

Use questions and discussion to broaden your child’s experience and knowledge of 

the world, particularly during new experiences or on outings 

 

Discussing news and current events 

As your child gets older, they become more aware of news and current events. Dis-

cussing news and current events can enrich your child’s understanding of the world. 

Questions are an effective way to encourage your child to think critically about an 

event and can help foster empathy. Questions also help your child to develop oral flu-

ency when discussing social issues. Questions you might ask when discussing a news 

story or current event include:  

 

What do you think caused the event?  

How do you think people will be affected?  

Is it fair?  

Why do you think people think that/do that?  

What do you think will happen next?  

How could the problem be fixed? 

 

Upcoming newsletters will feature further information about supporting your child at 

home with reading, writing and mathematics.  

Peter Vella 

Primary Years Programme Coordinator 



 

 

Around the School NAPLAN 

We had a successful NAPLAN Practice Week. It was good for the students to experi-

ence test conditions and to learn how to log in to the sessions and then use their own 

personalised password to access their own test.  

NAPLAN will be held during Weeks 4 and 5 of next term and I’m sure the students will 

be more confident having been through the practices.  

        

        

        

        

    

       

  DISCO 

The weather didn’t look promising and so we had our fingers crossed! The downpour 

came during the set up time and the grounds were soaked which spoilt the plan of par-

ents sitting around on the lawns. However, the students had a great time and I’m sure 

the weather was the last thing on their minds. One student came up to me full of 

smiles and said, ‘Mrs Pokela, this is the happiest night of my life!’ We still need to look 

at these events through students’ eyes!  

A big thank you to Mr Kyle who provided the music and the dance moves! He certainly 

got his workout for the weekend. Also a huge thank you to all the parents who set up 

for the disco and stayed behind and vacuumed and tidied up.  (And transported every-

thing back to the Junior Campus.) Thank you to the parents who donated balloons and 

decorations and those who donated sausages, bread, drinks and watermelon. Thank 

you to everyone who cooked sausages, and sold the drinks, sausages and watermelon. 

It was a great community effort. I’d like to thank all our staff who helped out but espe-

cially Rachael Cross from the front office who did most of the organisation and stayed 

to the end to tie up all the loose ends.   

  

 

We made a total of $1,905.35. 



Around the School 

 

THREE-WAY CONFERENCES  

Thank you to all the parents who came along to our Three-way Conferences to see the 

learning that your children have been taking part in this term in class. This is such an 

important time of seeing the students’ progress and setting goals for future learning. I 

appreciated the positive comments that parents passed on to me and I thank all our 

teachers for their hard work over the two days.  

TENNIS 

We were very fortunate to receive a grant of $2,400 from Sporting Schools Australia 

for tennis lessons for Years 4 and 5. This price included an $800 tennis set with rac-

quets, nets and balls so the students can continue to practise their skills into next 

term. As Year 5s went on an excursion in Week 9, the Year 3s also got to have a lesson 

with the tennis coach.  

TRANSITIONS BIBLES 

We were very excited to have Pastor Joseph Theodorsen present the Transitions their 
Bibles as a gift from the Top End Lutheran Parish on Tuesday of Week 9. We trust that 
the students treasure these gifts and we encourage our families to 
read them together at home.   

Some parents have made enquiries about purchasing these Bible 
Story Books for their older siblings. We found that Booktopia has 
the cheapest prices at $17.95.  



Transition TNB 

These last few weeks have seen students working very hard on their Maths, Unit of 
Inquiry and Literacy. We started our new Unit of Inquiry: ‘How we organise ourselves’, 
with a visit from Police Sargent Young. We also had a mock fire drill and these two 
things got the students thinking about services that help communities. We explored 
many services that help keep us healthy, safe and make life easier such as clean water, 
waste water treatment and types of communication. We are also exploring land fea-
tures and maps. The class made a city using resources around the room. The city in-
cluded roads, train tracks, tall buildings, a forest with a zoo, lakes and ponds, and pow-
er poles and lines and we even had a satellite. They also included services such as the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service and the School of the Air, which Mrs Kanyilmaz talked to 
the class about because she used to teach her own children remotely.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 3 3JA 

What a whirlwind of a term! We have had a fabulous first term in 3JA. We finished up our 
‘Who we are’ Unit of Inquiry and have been busy delving deep into our new Unit of Inquiry 
‘Where we are in place and time’. Students have been investigating Australian history, the 
difference perspectives of colonisation and looking into historical people and their lives.  

We had a visit from the Australian Red Cross Pillowcase Program where students were 
involved in engaging discussions and interactive activities to help them cope and respond 
to emergencies and know how to prepare their mind for the thoughts and feelings that 
may arise before, during and after an emergency. Students had a ball of fun! 

Every Thursday students have been giving support and guidance to their buddy class in 
Year 1 and have been forming friendships with these students. It has been great to see 
students becoming more independent in their learning, building strong friendships, and 
always going out of their way to help one another with their learning. I look forward to 
seeing what is in store for us for the terms to come! 

 

 

 

 

 

3DL 

Our Year 3 students have continued to thrive with their learning. In Mathematics, they 

have moved into the world of statistics and probability where they pose their own ques-

tions, collect data and enter this data on the appropriate graph. The students then use the 

graph as evidence to prove their answer right or wrong. The students are consolidating 

time to the: o’clock, quarter to, quarter past and half past. They will be continuing this 

journey throughout the year to include five-minute increments.  

For our Unit of Inquiry, we are well  on our way through ‘Where we are in place and time’. 

The students are delving into: 

Central Idea - Exploring family and cultural histories helps us to understand where 

we belong 

Key Concepts –  
Connection - Our family history and origins 
Change - Changes over time 
Perspective - The diversity of Australia’s First People 
 

In Literacy we are looking at autobiographies. Students are using their transfer skills to 
apply the descriptive writing used in the previous unit, narratives, to enhance the autobi-
ographies about ourselves. It is exiting to hear the students read their work and share 
about where they come from. It is helping us develop open-minded and global perspec-
tives.  



 

Parliament House 

Year 5 

 

5MD and 5JC 

The students in Year 5 have created a visual representation of the Holy Trinity in Chris-
tian Studies. We have also used our knowledge of fractions and decimals to record 
chance as percentages. This helped us make more accurate predictions about the data 
we collected. We have really enjoyed our tennis clinics, working together and building 
our skills. We also went on an excursion to Parliament House to connect with our cur-
rent Unit of Inquiry about leadership as well as prepare for our next unit about govern-
ance.   

 

 



 

Netball Day 

Intercampus EARLY LEARNING CENTRE 

The ELC students have been busy learning, growing and playing together this term. We 
have been learning that relationships are central to shaping our identity, with a partic-
ular focus on families. We are learning that families can look different, there are re-
sponsibilities within families and that families and friends share traditions. ELC stu-
dents have had the opportunity to take "Wally the Wombat" home with them each 
week, to have an adventure together and then write a diary entry about what different 
and exciting things he does with families and friends. This is then shared back to our 
ELC. 

 

Term 1 has also seen some wonderful opportunities for wet and messy play activities. 
Some of our favourite activities to do together include making slime, magic water, 
rainbow obstacle courses, stream play, mud-kitchen,  messy dyed spaghetti, building 
water courses, spray painting with spray bottles, finding treasure in ice-blocks and so 
much more. Each of these opportunities have given us memorable experiences to play 
together, take turns, co-operate, communicate with one another and build relation-
ships with the ELC team.  

 

In Christian Studies, we recently learned about the Easter Story. We discovered what 
happened during Holy Week and discovered that Christians believe that Jesus died on 
the cross, but came alive again. We have been learning a new song called '1,2,3 Jesus 
is alive' which has been a great opportunity for us to develop our risk-taking skills.  If 
you were to ask any of the ELC students, they will tell you they have absolutely loved 
their ELC Chapel visits from Mr Kyle each Wednesday. Mr Kyle teaches us about God 
and Jesus through scripture, songs and special stories which we watch together. Stu-
dents appreciate that he spends time getting to know them. 

 

What a great term of learning, we are all looking forward to what Term 2 will bring. 

 

Mrs Freer and the ELC Team 



 

Netball Day 

Intercampus 
Good Shepherd and St Andrew Lutheran Church  

 - Worship Services -  
 

 

 

 

  * St Andrew Lutheran Church, Nightcliff - Sunday, 8.30am 
 

  * Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Howard Springs Campus Chapel 

- Sunday, 10.30am 

  For further information, please call:  8932 4444 or visit the Top End Luther-

an Parish website:   

  

http://darwinlutheranchurch.org.au 

 
         

 

 

Back to the 80’s Musical 

This amazing musical will be held at Brown’s Mart from Wednesday 5 - Friday 7 May. 

More information regarding ticket sales and times of each performance will be sent via a 

Signmee notice soon. Wishing everyone involved all the very best for a spectacular and 

memorable performance! Who agrees that 80’s music was simply the best? 

 

 

   

http://darwinlutheranchurch.org.au/


Information  

 

Free, Short, Online courses                                                                                                                              

(Endorsed and promoted by the NT Department of Education) are available to support 

parents of children who have ADHD or Autism. 

 

ADHD for Parents – This short course is aimed to support the parents and carers of chil-

dren with Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). Other people may also find it 

helpful, such as other relatives and teachers.  This course was developed by OLT with help 

from Parents for ADHD Advocacy Australia.     https://aus.oltinternational.net/free-short-

courses  

 

Autism for Parents - The course is aimed at the parents and carers of children with au-

tism. However, the content, including lots of videos of parents talking about the issues 

that concern them most, provides fantastic insight for anyone who supports a child with 

autism.  

For access and registration for both courses please use the following link: 

https://aus.oltinternational.net/free-short-courses  

 

College Website, App, Facebook & Instagram 

Don’t forget to check these sources of information from time to time. Events 

 and news articles are added to the College website and App regularly: 

 

www.goodshepherd.nt.edu.au 
 

College App 

Good Shepherd Lutheran College NT 
 

Facebook 

   https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdNT/ 

Careers Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/gslccareers/  

  Instagram 

  https://www.instagram.com/goodshepnt/ 

The Good Café  

We are thrilled to introduce 

'The Good Cafe' staff - Shellie 

and Donna, from Zuccoli IGA.  

https://www.facebook.com/

zuccoliIGA/ 

Checkout the fabulous new 

menus and remember to place 

orders through:  

https://aus.oltinternational.net/free-short-courses
https://aus.oltinternational.net/free-short-courses
https://aus.oltinternational.net/free-short-courses
http://www.goodshepherd.nt.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdNT/
https://www.facebook.com/gslccareers/
https://www.instagram.com/goodshepnt/
https://www.facebook.com/zuccoliIGA/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBbCKQlQNaOKtyAWn4TFv0LFlnGBlKKtpoSFG6YJljzHqXWZeQ8gYSF5ScMPIii77T2KVJ_NJ81P2Hj&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAhPIobrOHjXbEfX86Gf0R67UyGxnRwhnq6UBODLm-Ak4WxNO-Irjkjio8qMdhDalgAC-qB-CSsiTAg6SEkrAblSbOAwk
https://www.facebook.com/zuccoliIGA/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBbCKQlQNaOKtyAWn4TFv0LFlnGBlKKtpoSFG6YJljzHqXWZeQ8gYSF5ScMPIii77T2KVJ_NJ81P2Hj&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAhPIobrOHjXbEfX86Gf0R67UyGxnRwhnq6UBODLm-Ak4WxNO-Irjkjio8qMdhDalgAC-qB-CSsiTAg6SEkrAblSbOAwk

